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Townme the cloa of November last, I had occwion to proceed on 

; public duty into C h 6 r d h .  a rmall district in the northern division of 
Csstral Assam, being on the north bank of the river Bmhmaputm 
beheen Ikt .  26@ 32' and 26' 51'. and Long. 9 2 O  19' and 914 55'. It 
has ita name from ccmdacting to four pasees of Bhutin, and is bound- 
ed on the north by hill* of various altitude, situate a t  the base of the 
HimblPya, and inhabited by three wild tribes of rnountrineers, called 
Drpllm, Ah&, a d  Kupah ChoweAs* ; the Brahmoputrn, confines it on 
the south ; to the East it has the Bhairavl river, which divida it 
from Nondwb, and to the west the river Rhotls, which wparater it 
from the small district of Chtiteih. 

I think it neceemry to state thus much in the way of introduction, 
to point out the precise locality of the ruins I am about to describe, an 
it is drmbtfd if many of my readers are aware of the geographical 
,poeition of a district placed in no remote a comer of our poesewions. 

In the -nth-eant angle of Chbdwir, a chain of granite hills, rising 
from two hundred to five hundred feet above sea level, and clothed 
with gram and foreat trees, sweeps outwards in a cre~cent form from 

'Knpah Chowah ia a corruption from kupb-ekor or, cotton atealer, a name 
to thioh the people w well entitie$ from their predatory habib ; but the 

' CMrdrLutor rbnd in mucb awe of these robbcn, and &rink from beatowing 
, mn them so u o o d o u a  an .ppsllatire. They aome of the w e  rtwk with tb 

&Ma, Som whom they dider in few rapeFb, aad am n id  to have divided into a 
, elm .bout dxty yeua aincs in the reign of Lacams' Stwea king of 

A#unI. . 
B B 
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the Bhairavl to the Brahrnapotra. The inhabitants assart, these hille 
were originally called Agn(glrsr or Agn@sri, the place or fort of fire. 
from their conatantly sending forth hmes,  or, am others a r m ,  from 
a r6j4 named BANH having made a fort on the spot of fire : they add. 
that KRI~HNA mounted on hie gadra  (a creature half-bird half-man,. 
corresponding with the eagle of the Grecian Jupiter,) brought hither a 
supply of water and quenched the fires, and that in commemoration of 
the event the name of the hills was changed to Poch, which io the die- 
lect of As- signi6ea ' the burnt,' a name they atill retain. t h u g h ~  
it possible this obscure tradition might be aonnected ia some way with 
the existence at a former period of voloawe, but after an active -a- 
tiny of the spot no traces of anbterranean fire were discovered to beat 
out the supposition. I had taken up my abode temporarily in the 
neighbouthood, when I accidentally learnt there were mrne giguttic 
ruinc to be seen in the wilds, respecting which the nativea a d d  fur- 
nish no setidattory information : on proceeding in tbe dinction m- 
dicated, I found it impracticable to conduct the search from thedaniity 
of the jungle, wbich consisted of lofty tnae  entwined with pararitkd 
plan@, and reed-graee upwrds of twenty feel high swerming with 
wild animals ; these obstacles were partly removed with the nmhtancr 
of some peamnta, and opened to view many interesting remains of .a- 
tiquity which amply recompensed me for the troable I h d  tnken. 

The fir& temple I examined appeared to have faced the oortb, urd 
to have been provided with aportico *upported en three cdumar 4 
sixteen sides ; each shaft, not including the plinth and pedatal w&i& 
stand four feet above the ground, measored eight fsst high and five 
and a half in girth, and was wrooght from a single block of line gmoita 
The shafts have sculptwed capitals, while the s u h e  take the fom 
of an octagon, m d  the plinths are circalar at top, and spread into 
four feet, making a sort of cross that measured foar and three quutem 
feet each way. Three gigantic stoner, with the frsgmcnb of a fourtb, 
each hewn from 8 single block foarteeu k t  long. and cut into fire irre 
,gular ddes of which the total showed a circumference oE eight feet. 
seem to have formed the entablature of the entrance porch, whioh I 
judged to have been fifty-six feet long. The frieze has three tiers of 
carving in bas80 relievo representing scrolls of flowers; the aper- 
tures in which iron rivets were introduced can be distinctly traced, a d  
it is evident that no cement was employed to unite the materials. The 
other members were too much shattered and dispersed to enable me 
to eonjeature the form of the temple ; from a great portion of the apt- 
munding works being in an un6nished state, it affords the presumption 
that the architect muat have met some unlooked-for intemptiom ; d 



that. tbia and the other buildings were overthown at the same psriod 
by m e  hostile power oppneed to the propagation of Hinduism, aa- 
risted perhaps wbequently by r convulsion of natore. Earthquakes. 
I need m c e l y  o,bwm, are more frequent in Aaram than in any other 
quarter of our Indian p d o n s ,  and that they accomplish ao rmall 
an amomnt of miscbiel m u t  be attributed to its llbver having bceo the 
cn&om to ampby stme and brick in the aoastraction of dwellings. 
All c l a m ,  from the king to the aerf, h i l d  with such alight m d  pe. 
riskl.de materide an pane, bambue, and timber; thrs  hawem  usf fain 
little injmry fram a l o c k  Imwevu violent, and even if thrown down 

I add not do m u d  mimhid to their inmatea*. Had time been the 
rab inrtrotnetrt of overthrowing these etructures, it is  but fair to sup- 
p l e  f r m  the great lolidity of the materiah that the ruin would hare 
baea koa complete, and that the 6ngments would have lain in a mar- 
rwrer mpra 

I Chkddr at oae psriod undoubted1 J formed a part of the ancieat 
and exbe~ive kingdom of KimAp, bet whether the city at Po!& wrs 
d m +  t k  Yuhernedanr during tbet mruions, or by the 
Abem kings prior to their cmmnion to tbe H i a h  faith; or was 
matbmwa a t  r la* @od J e  Vai rbnav~  ia their a t ~ g g h  
ion p-&rtemce with the Sdvm, m dike mattsr for co~jsctunt. In 
the abronce of icrcrtptione and other preciae informtion we mu& 
hare ramme to the td i t ioua  mnent in the country, a d  to aoch 
hirtaiorl reoords ss am within our reach ; &we I now purpore to 
.8drart to. 

The inhnbitrnts af Curd& assert, that Rbji h n m ,  the founhr 
sf M, war a derni-god, uxth in.direct dareent from Bnrt ln~  ; they 
add tbe authority of same work whole nuns has escaped me, that 
)& b i m o n r  ware ehuate on the b n k a  of the Nerrnadi river ; that 
.ic *pal into %dip, Wrdwhr ,  and other parb of A m ,  aud 
,m the f i a t  pemn uho introduced the woreLip of MAU~DB'VA into 
.tbrt qapr taof  Indin. The axtenrive walls which eocompma the tem- 
pla at  P*, we aid to hnrre made part of a fort or city founded by 
him called, Lohi*, SadtpGT or TejpC, all tbrw signifying the 

In ua m&nt MS. I have met with, written nccordhg to the castam of the 
mu* on ths inner surface of the bark of the aselci tree, a very destructive 

I euthquake ia  recorded to have happened in the A. S. 1529 (A. D. 1607),rhen the 
earth opened and vomited a vast quantity of sand and water. On the 318r March 
lbt; two severe nbockn were fklt throughmt Assam ; the firat cast down the atone 
.pkc of a temple a t  Bhhnith, hdura l  an idol within the abriae, and &acted 
. e t k  dmmge in the pmrince, and on th 3rd of N w e m k r  following t h w  m a  
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dty of bbod, perkpa in ammemoration of a battle stated to have 
been fought there between K n r s a ~ ~  a d  the R&$. The a Grl 
Bhagavat,' to which I &erred, infortns IM that BASE wm the ma of 
BALI', tlie generoue, and that he had a thousand arms, which probably 
meaoe in a Ggurative sen= that he WM endued with immense -gtb ; 
thie power ie said to have been conferred on him by Sxv4 who &o 
promised to defend hie capital aqaiaet external foes, in return for the  
pleasure he derived from tlue riijb's mucioai performance, (a talent 
in which he exmlled,) when he playcd on aome occasion before the 
god who woe dancing with hie votaries. On obtaining this boon, the 
invincible BANU subdued both goda and men, a d  lrt~rning to Sonit* 
p b  mounded  hie capital with fortificationr of water, *rind md 6ie, 
a d  l i v d  there in perfect security ; but when he found after a short 
time U nolle were able to oppoae him, his heart wnn mdlss with - 
pride, and repairing to the court of &VI be declared, that as be war 
indomikbk the boon beatowed was worthle~, and wished to know 
if there really wae my one capable of resisting him. The god, dis: 
pleased at his arroence, presented him with a 9ag, whioh be desired 
him to hoist upoa his palm, aod promired that wbemerer it rbould 
fall an antagonbt would appear to h m b l e  his p w e r  : delighted with 
the gift BANE retuned home, and waited patiently the fuldUment of 
th;, propheoy. 

The narrative goe8 on to my, that h w a  had a daughter oalled h.om 
her extreme beauty, U'er, or 'morning,' who WWJ visited in a dream 
by ANIPUD the eon of PRAD~U'MNA and grandem of K ~ M D ~ V A ;  
that on awaking from deep the darnel indulged in loud laments, 
and WM inconsolable at missing the lovely farm imprinted on her 
memory, and which had occupied ao l q e  a h r a  of hw midnight 
ahoughta. 

One of her handmaidens, by name C B ~ ~ ~ A - L I K B L  or *The Limnm,' 
bughter to Ko'uaemn her father's minister, moved $ her excess 
ot sonow, inquired its cause, and U'sl, reposing coufidmce in thi: 
attendmt, related her eventful dream regarding a a man of anble h- 
with lotus-eyes, long-arms, and clad in yellow prments, b e h &  
among women, who Lad abandoned her in the ocean of diat.ess.s 
CHXTRA- LIKE^ soothed her affliction by engaging to produce tbe object 
of her love: she painted the images of gods, of demi-gods, sages 
powerful kings of the earth, of the houw of Bnxen~~',  of AN=. 
DU'NDAVI'*, of BALABA'M~, aud of PBADYU'MNA, which last (being the 
liltmeas of her father-in-law,) rs man w U'u looked upon she r r u  

* VA~U.D~;'VA the father of KPI~BNA. + Foster b r o t k  d Kmlrmrr. . 



ashamed. The limmer next painted the likeness of ANIRUD, and 
when U'an caw it she modestly bang down ber head, and exclaimed 
smiling.. This is he wbo hrs robbed llie of my heart.' Recognieing 
tbeportreit to be that o f 'Kn16e~~ ' s  grand-son, CHITRA-LIK~~ '  left her 
mintreaa a d  departed for D&iM (on the sea coast near the gulf of 
Cecb, at that period governed by K R ~ E N A , )  and reeing AN~PIJD, 
deepiag on a couch, she by rneana of cncliantmenta spirited him away 
and brought him m nafety to Sonitp6r. U'e*, overjoyed at the sight 
of her beloved, introduosd him to her private apartments, and he intoxi- 
cated with pbaure todt no acmant of time. The military gowd in 
a#epd.ncc on U'SA smopcting that some stranger had gained access 
to the hvem and &ced the lad? from her maidenly rows, waited 
on the prince, and appriaed him his dasghter's condset had 
b r q h t  a .tpin upon his lineage. BANE, distrcseed at the news, 
regoired wi th  same armcd followen to his daughter's apwtments, and 
mupkd  the lover$ playing the game of chess : A ~ l ~ u b  sterting 
up on their approach, reized his bow and discharged a flight of 
arrows with M) much precision againat the hostile party that they took 
t o w t ;  &*a, however, whom rrga had now pcured all bounds, 
&regarding the team and lamentations of his daughter, wized upon 
Awmn~, and bound him with cords. 

Meanwhile K R ~ ~ ~ N A ,  having missed his grand-son during the four 
rainy month,  war fdled with anxiety for his safety, a feeling in which 
the other friend8 of ANIPUD participated, and at length intelligence 
of hie confinement d i n g  them through a sage called NA'RAD, the 
race of B a u e ~ x '  of whom K U ~ K N A  is the lord, went up to Sonitpdr 
with twelve legions, and attacking tbe city on all aides broke down 
the waUa aad buildings and destroyed the orchards. Exasperated at 
the mischief that was done. BANE came forth with an army whoae 
divisions equalled in number t h e e  of the foe, and assiatrd by SIVA who 
rode on his ball, and came attended by his aonand votaries, gave battle 
to BALAII'Y and &URNA: a bloody engagenlent ensued ; but at length 
Ilnmaaa bewitched SEVA whose votariee fled, and slew a vwt num- 
ber of BAWH'S arm y. 

Fnrioua at the prospect of defeat the prince sought oat KRELIHNA 
end encountsled him in amgle combat, but the god cut through hie 
edvereary's bow-otring, d-royed his car, slew the ch~rioteer and 
homes, and eounded his ahell in token of exultation. KU'TABI' the 
mother of BANH, trembling for the life of her Ron, appeared naked and 
with dishevelled locks in preeence of KRZ~ENA, and he aehamed at the 
spectacle orst down his head, an occasion which the lord of Sonitpih 
h m d h t d y  rehed upon to make his escape, and fled for refage to hi8 
capital. 
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After this event, SIVA visited KRI~ENA'S army with.fever ; but the 
latter not to be outdone in modes of annoyance created another fever t o  
contend with that of his adversary, and came off victorious. The 
t i j l  now advanced a second time to give battle, holding a varietp 
of weapons in his thouwnd hmds, which he hurled at KRISRNA, who 
broke them with his discus and hewed off the prince's arms like branshes 
from a giant tree ; seeing the peril id which he stwd, MAR~DS'VA 
advanced and besought hi brother deity to gave the life of his f a v w t ~  
i ,  K n r s a ~ n  made answer, that he was bound to gratify M A H ~ D ~ V A ,  
and that he intended to span the prince because he was the eon d 
BALI and p n d - s o n  of PNAHLLD, whose race he had promibed neosi 
to destroy-' What I hare done,' continued the god, ' aas to subvert 
hit pride, I have lopped off his superfluoos arms, and the four whieh 
remain are quite ebflicient to enable him to enjoy eternal life.' Tbar 
assured  BAN^ fen st K n r e a ~ r ' s  feet, and brought forth A ~ l ~ v n  and 
his daughter, seated in a car richly apparelled and ornamented, and 
surrounded by countless armiea ; & U S ~ N A  waa content, and returned 
to his kingdom of Dk4riM. . 

The next account, which has less admixlare of tbe fnbuloru and 
appears the most deterring of attention, i t  taken from ancient r e d *  
in MS. of the Aspam kings, which speak of a place called Radppir ,  
the splendid city, the capital of R ~ M A C E A N D ~ A ,  nsuaUy known under 
the name of the Prathppdriya dj6, and which can, 1 think, be no 
other than Pofi. This town ie stated in the MS. to have been 
placed on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, a little below Biahaith 4 

and as the entire coantrr bordering the river from Porl  emtward to 
Birhnlth, with the exception uf a tange of hills three miles above t b  
former, where the Bhairavf enters the great stream, i r  covered with 
n a m p  to the extent of several milea inland ; there are strong ground* 
for supposing that Praulppbr and Po$ are the same. The p m a t  
path from Po16 to Bishnlth, which is only prncticable io the d y  
months, often runs so far as six miles from the river, and the travcllmg 
distance does not exceed twenty-six or twenty-eight miles; while ta 
the eaatward of the Pork chain, extensive morasses skirt the Brahum- 
putra, without interruption. as far as Chttedh, from twenty-five to 
thirty miles distant. No ruins have been discovered nearer to BiA- 
116th than the spot indicated, and though it is possible the site of 
PratBpp6r may have disappeared in the l a p e  of ages, it murt  DO^ b6 
forgotten that it was always asulrl with the kiaga of Aeeam to fowd 
their capitals on the bank of the Brahrnapuhn or d h e r  navigable 
streams, and to cbooee a situation removed alike beyond tbe raa~h af 
inundation, and the chance of beiog swept away by the iooda--dr.oi 
tages which are poseemed by Po16 in an admirable degree. 



R i u r c B A ~ m n  war, woording to the volume I consulted, the twentp- 
foarth aovereigu of a kingdom wluch embraced part of ancient 
ILGnrhp, and made the eleventh of e third dynasty of ib kings. 
Geuairru the thirteenth sovereign, and d n t h  and laat of the aecond 
dynasty, wtls vanqubhed by V I K ~ A M A ' ~ T Y A ,  aad waa eucceeded by 
JITA~I.  a pions Cbhatri from Dabera in the Dakhan, who overcrme 
K b r 6 p ,  and on amending the throne, srrn~led the title of DM- 
YL-PA'L. He wm the progenitor of RA'MACH~DBA, who began to reign 
A. S. 1160, (A. D. 1938-9.) and is the firrt prince the date of w h a a  
acedon  is commemorated in the volume. RA'Mncmw~ra is rtated to 
have wedded with a daugbter of the Kiat Mj6, who ruled a cow. I try on tbesouth bank of the Brahmaputra, a d  r h o r  euhjech followd 
the omoption of fishermen ; some remain8 of hia capital are to be 
reaa, it i r  &rimed, on the Bakani Chapri, an extensive ialmd 
cuppod  to have been reparated from the main land, or thrown up 1 by the river. The princeu, his daughter, ru known amoag the peor 
ple by the name of the K A M ~  K U N B ~ ,  but in bookr rhe is styled 

I C ~ A N D M  Parrai. She wru, walking one day during her hwband'r 
absence on the bank of the Brahm~potre when the god, beconring 
enamoami of her eahpardinary beauty, fell a prey to sensuul U r e a ,  
and efi;ected hir purpose by embracing the princean with hia waver; 
bat another account attribntm her impregnation with greater rhow 
of probability to a young bdhman of the prince's houehold, and 
declarer the amoar with the river god ww a fabrication of the lady to 
c o d  the lapm d whioh rhe was guilty from her parent. Par~ing 

, over that part of the narrative which details the di~lovery of her 
b ~ c y ,  and the means to which R~'MACHANDBA had recourse to 
put a termination to her existence, all of which failed of succms, we 
come to the period when the princeas, who had taken refuge at her 
f.tbsr'r court, gave birth to a m a  who waa called from his beauty 
S a ~ r a i w r  ; hie head bore the impress of an hi-6sh. whioh marked his 
parentage, and hence he acqnired the surname A / ~ I M A ~ T H A ,  or A'nx, 
urn, i e. having the head of an bri-fish. He passed his early 
yeare with the father of hie mother, and subsequently removed to the 
north bank of the Brahmapntra, where he acquired territory ; he 

war upon B4ji PHXNUA of Phendgarh, in Kbrnrhp, where 
the remains of a rmall fort are still to be retn, and reduced that 
prince to auqjection ; and afterwards coprtructed a fort called Bad- 
p g a r h  a t  HQthimorS, in KacMri mahal, which in still in exist- 
coce,.and made it his reridence. In the course of lrir war8 A'BIYATB 
extsnded hie conquesb to the kingdom of RA'MA~EANDM, of w h w  re- 
hioarhip - to himself he wan igwrant ; he laid riege to PratJppGr, 
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m d  through the treachery of a drummer of the gammn, who gave 
notice of a fitting time for attack, he surprised a part of the workr 
that were imperfectly defended, made himself master of the fortress. 
and beheading RA'MACHANDRA returned in triumph to Badjagarh. 

Some discrepancies are here apparent in two MSS. I consulted ; one 
account states A'RIMATH slew PHBNUA, while another maintains that 
PEBNWA usurped the throne of A'RIXATE on the death of the latter. 
end abode in Phenubgarh. GUANK, the son of A'BIMATFI, succeeded 
PESNUA, and made hia residence near Prat6pp(tr, in the vicinity of 
Agnigarh, and it M provoking that from this time no further men- 
tion is made of the place. 1 shall merely add, that the last named 
prince was followed by his son SUKUANK, who died without issue A. S. 
1400, (A. D. 1478-9,) when the dynasty of Jitali became extinct. 

The destruction of the temples at P o ~ 6  is ascribed by some to an 
apostate brbman of Unoj ,  called P o d  SUTHAN, or K ~ L ~ P A H ~ B ,  
who was compelled to embrace Muhammedaniem, and at  whose 
door the Chirdwirians and othen in Aesam lay all the sacrilege and 
mischief that has been consummated in the province. From their 
marive proportions, and the carving and ornamentp being so much 
worn by time and exposure, the fanes are evidently the work of a 
remote era ; I sought in vain for an inscription, and neither the prieata 
of the district, nor the ancient families whom I coneulted, coald aaeist 
my researcher, or point with an approximation to accuracy, to the date 
of their origin. 

Unconnected with the first temple, and retired Borne yards deeper in 
the wood, or rather grove of trees, which was in likelihood planted by 
the priests who ministered at the temples, I found the ruins of a u  or 
wren other enormous structures of granite, broken into thouunde of 
fragments, and dispersed over the ground in the eame extraordinary 
manner as those already described. Altars of gigantic proportiom 
were among the most remarkable objects : one of these measuring 
apwarde of six feet each way, and eighteen inches thick, was elevakd 
from seven to eight feet above the level of the plain, and approached 
on each side by layers of atoue diapoaed in the nature of steps. It 
was hewn fiom a eingle block of granite ; underneath waa a sort of 
cavern : the top had holes for irou links, and a receptacle ta receive 
bwers  and water to bedew the Nandi or sacred bull of SIVA, who was 

placed, my informants imagined, on the brink of the reservoir. Six 
or eight other altars, one of them making a square of forty-eix feet, and 
eighteen inchea thick, are to be seen in other parta of the r u b .  and 
eeveral square blocks, each meaouring from twenty to thirty feet, con- 
cave in the centre, and sculptrrred in imitation of circlets of fiowera. 







mart have k d  tbe Bedl or altar-plnoe d Swr ,  u there ir a seat 
for tbe Liag or rymbol of the deity in the middle of en&. 

Among the ~pecimenn of d p t n r e d  Bgnrer that fell under obrsrva- 
don, I disarned on 8 portion of frieze. nine image*, each about a foot 
high, of rbam K~nnlrr  playing on a dute, and flanked by two Suhelir 
(drmaelr), were the only peraona I coald identify, tbongh wi l ted  by the 
priatc of Chardwk. Them were four figore8 of naked children eight 
incha high, that looked very much like Cupida ; they were executed 
like the rest in bmao relievo and wen  dancing or gambolling togethr  
in pain, and another group of five figurn, eight inchea high, two d 
them in an obrane attitude, appeucd like the o t h m  to have formed part 
of r cornice. 

It will be wen tnnn the rketcb which accompanies this description, 
that the rain8 are partly encompamed by walle, which extend in ur 
may directions that it is mraely poaaible to gucrcu at  the purpose of 
the archibct. The wall8 have their fonndationa laid very deep in the 
earth: they are in an unfinished rtate, and were evidently aonatmded 
rt r period long subeequent to the ternpke ; they .re built of mauive 
blacb of cut stone. eornetimes diepored in a doable row, and exhibit 
r good ded of carving. The atonea are of variona e h a p ,  and riae three 
or foar feet from the ground, and were dl intended to k united with 
hnda of iron. The entfoace of the prinuipd onchure  appeur to 
have been from the south, where lie rorne pedestals, and three or four 
wedge-rhrped atone, aboat five feet long and thrae b d ,  of a dsttened 
psntagonal elrape, intended I prerume to have formed the roorroira of 
m arch ; and the middle of the key-atone ia deaoeated with a hand- 
mms diadem or plumed tiara. 

C A little to the north of the wood, bnried in a fo-t of reed giur, 

which an elephant penetrated with ditficuity, I disoorered a very in- 
I 
I toreating frngment ; tbia was a aolid m w  of granite, of 8 much finer 

grain than the kind uwd in the ternplm, marreuring bn m d  8 hdf feet 
in length, two and three-quarkn in breadth, and two feet in depth. 
00 thir ware mulptumd, in very high relief, eighteen figurea of go&, 
m l y  mutilated, but g e n e d y  in a good state of prerarvrtion. 
Fifteenofthe figurer correapondin size, and areeach eighteen inchm high, 
I P ~  placed lengthwise In computmanta, in groupea of t h rm.  Of there 
the two external groupa~~, and the centre one repmnting.  I think, 
PADMA* (LAWEMI), rupportfd by two femalae, are r a i d  on the 
IfQne more than haif a foot above the &em ; and again, each centm 
h e  (PADMA') of h computmenb b more in relief than ita fellowr. 
The whole of the image8 have high cone-ahaped h e a d - h t e 8  and 
--rimgo. and PADMA* ir repreamtad atanding on a snake, and thr 
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rttendanta are napported on or rising h m  l o h  bwem. The groopc~  
of the two divieions, which are less elevated than the others, exhibit, 
I believe, DunoL flanked by LAC~HYI and SABASWATL; five of 
these figura are crowned with a sort of tri-pointed diadem, while the 
sixth haa a round turban or oap. One of the forms of DUB~A'  bas 
the right foot on the head of the demon, while the left is twisted up 
et  her side, and the hands arc clapsed over the breaat, in the attitude of 
eupplication ; under tbe central groupe of tbe whole, and forming part 
of what may have been intended for the ornamented frieze of the tem- 
ple, is a seated figure of GANEBH in relid, five inches high, flanked by 
two other pereopa, one of them playing on a stringed instrument, and 
the other wielding a club. The lower part and sides of the block an, 
decorated qpith a band of carving, showing bespts af Werent Linde, 
epcircled by wreaths of flowera, in relief. and the god8 are plaaed in 
scalloped ~rchee, lylpp~rted by pillars, which divide each of the images 
from ite neighbour. 

The priest8 are so little versed in the dietinguiehing characteris- 
tics of the Hindu deities, that they could not determine whom the 
figures were intended to represent.. 

Near the image8 are nine square pedestals of Ituge dimensions, with 
three carved feet, which must have been intended to give support to as 
many column8 : of there, several have almost disappeared in the earth ; 
and it ie likely, others are Isat altogether. It shows atall events the 
degign of the temple must h a v t  been projected s n  a Iqrge ecale. 
These pedestals do not appear to l ave  been moved from the spot 
.where they were originally caned, and they are so little impaired by 
time a~ id  exposure to the elements, that I feel aasured they are of 
modern date, compared with the buildings in the plantation and on 
the adjaceut p l h ;  they were. indeed, as fresh to look at as if but re- 
cently executed by the maeon'o chisel. Vast fragments of the epis- 
tylium and frieze, carved with beaded drapery, oleo lie half buried in 
the eoil. The people at one t h e  e o m m ~ c e d  fracturing the s t o w .  
from an idea that gold was concealed in their cavities. but decristed, on 
a myrterioua warning of the goddeae Duaru', who threatened to 
visit such eacrilegious attempb with death. 

I n  the ~ u t b - w e s t  angle of the Por6 plains, there is another curiou 
remnant of sculpture, also wrought from a single mnsa of granite, up- 
wards of ten feet long, and two and s half feet thick at the middle ; 
it appenm to have formed the side of abgate, and has a band of cam. 
ing three inches broad on each aide, showing in relief elephmb, 
tigere, deer, rame, cattle, and swans, encircled by scrolls of dowers. 
The s h e  har in all twenty-five figurer of Hindu deities, &pared 



rctcs6-wise npon it ; of them the eighteen upper ones are in sir  rowd, 
'*me of a row. and each in a q a r a t e  compartment, while the centre 
figure is much more elevated than its fellows: they represent male 
and female divinities, twenty inches high ; among them I recognized 
aanumbn. Another image has a fish'e tail, and represents, I thillk, 
'the Mdchh Avatb or first incarnation of VIBHNU, who is recorded to 
bave appeared in the form of a fish to SATYAVRIJTA, to warn 
himof the great flood. Several other figures are playing on stringed 
instruments, and the three lower ones are merely buste, with hands 
elapsed over the breast. The lowest compartment embraces three 
images, of whom SIVA occupies the middIe place, and is provided with 
a venerable flowing beard; be stands thirty inches high, and on each 
side of him are females, twenty-six incher~ high: one has been destroy- 
ed, but the other is playing on a strmged instrument, and her ears are 
strung with a pair of enorrnons c i r d a r  rings. Over this compart. 
merit are two groups of dwarf figures, dx inches high, in a sedentav 
poame, and the whole sculpture beam evident marks of having been 
mutilated by a barbarian hand. 

NU quarries were discovered, to indicate that the stones were b. 
embowened from the hills ; but quantities of chips were seen in places: 
and once I came upon pillars and altars in an unfinished state, shaped 
from blocks of granite, on the surface of the earth ; and there seem8 
no question that all the material employed on the fabrics was similar. 
17 procured from the masses of rock that cover the hills in great abun. 
bance. Once or twice only I fell iti with well-burnt bricks ; the? were 
#moo& and thin, of rather a large rize, but not badly shaped. Great 
p& of t h e e  extensive ruins are bufied or have eunk into the earth, 
and they cover altogether four dr five acres of land. I have 
been thus par t idar  in noticing them, because there a n  not, so 

1 know, any architectural remain* in Assam, that can challenge 4 

mmparieon ortth them for dumhility of material m d  mrrpiitude of 
debign ; and it is certain, from the prodigious number of ruinous and 
deserted temples, all of which appear to have been dedicated to SIVA, 
being within the c i r d t  of a few miles of Pot6 (I discovered he lve  
or fifteen in as many days on the l~ills and highlands at their feet), 
thpt this spot must have been the capital of a sovereign Prince, or 

seat of the Hindu religion, and enjoyed a large share of 
prosperity at some remote periud*. 

The record8 ofAssarn,whicll I consulted, mention, that CHU CSENQ Pna', the 
wrenteenthaovereign of the Alromdynasty, in a direct descent from C a n  KA PEA', 
bre conqueror and founder of the kingdom, being stung with remorre for (he 
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